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PORTLAND, OREGON. 

Robt. Lines left a couple of weeks 
ago for Oklahoma, where he intended 
to make his future home; but it has 
been reported that he got discouraged 
with the place, intending to return. 
No place is like Portland! 

Sunday the 9th, Mrs. Meagher, Mrs. 
Lloyd and Mrs. Divine of Vancouver, 
Wash., attended our church and quite 
enjoyed the sermon. 

Some of the ladies met at the home 
of Mrs. Reichle one day when a sew¬ 
ing club was organized. The ladies 
will have the meeting at their homes 
by turns every two weeks, from 11 
o’clock to 4 p. m. The first meeting 
was at Mrs. Clyde Litherland’s home, 
on the 5th, and every one enjoyed it 
thoroughly. The next one will be at 
Mrs. Redman’s, on the 19th. Any lady 
desiring to join the club is welcome. 

Mr. and Mrs. Chas. Lawrence en-! 
tertained the members of the P. D. M. j 
Society at their home, Jan. 18th. I 
There was rather a large attendance, 
considering the sort of an evening. 
It was a very cold evening with sev¬ 
eral inches of snow. Table games 
were played, which was followed by 
light refreshments. 

Mrs. Rannick will entertain the 
members at her home, 681 Zanita St., 
next Saturday, the 19th. Remember 
the date. Take the Sellwood car and 
get off at the street named and walk 
two blocks east. 

The friends of Frank Tolson will be 
sorry to hear he has gone to the san- j 
itarium for consumptives at Salem. 

The Vancouver school boys played 
a basketball game with the Portland | 
All Stars Saturday a week ago. Our ’ 
boys won the game, 24 to 17. Con¬ 
gratulations! 

M •. and Mrs. Spratlen have moved ! 
from University Park to Kearney St., 
on the west side. 

A masquerade party will be held at 
the Logus Hall, Saturday, February 
22. Prizes will be awarded to the 
prettiest, the ugliest, the funniest, and 
the most original. Admission 20c for 
persons wearing masks, and 30c for 
those without. A general good time i 
is expected. 

Mrs. Don Smith, with her baby, are 
making their home with Mrs. Ben- ! 
nick while her husband is in Los 
Angeles looking for work. 

NOW LOAD!NgT FOR ORALISTS. 

Charles Thompson of St. Paul has 
donated $25 to help the Nebraska fight. 
Mr. Thompson is a crack shot, and 
has bagged 400 quail this season. He 
is now at his southern home in 
Thomasville, Ga., but returns to St. 
Paul about Easter. 


SPEAR POINTS 


I have been favored with a copy of 
the eighteenth biennial report of the 
Kansas school. It is a “sub division 
of the fourth biennial report of the 
Kansas State Board of Control,” and 
is a pamphlet of some 26 pages. It 
gives some detailed information and 
statistics that are interesting chiefly, 
I should suppose, to the members ot 
the legislature. 

Professor C. E. White is superin¬ 
tendent of the school and his picture 
together with the pictures of former 
superintendents, appears on the first 
page. On page 14 appears a cut of the 
‘new standpipe,” also the smokestack 
and something else which seems to 
be the standpipe as it appeared in the 
year 1884. The standpipe has grown 
considerably. 

Professor White, the superintendent, 
is a graduate of the normal depart¬ 
ment of Gallaudet College and was 
orniei’ly a teacher in the Minnesota 
school. Subsequently he served for 
a time as superintendent of the Ne- 
o.’aska school, going from there to the 
Kansas school. He is, therefore, I 
should say, well qualified by education 
and experience for the position he oc¬ 
cupies. There are certain things that 
seem to me to indicate that with great¬ 
er experience Mr. White will even¬ 
tually become a progressive and really 
great superintendent—one of the lead¬ 
ers in the profession—but just at pres¬ 
ent, judging from his report, I should 
say he has not fully found his bear¬ 
ings, too much tied down to precedent 
and not yet ready to break away from 
the beaten trail, crooked and round¬ 
about though it be. 

The part of his report that I suppose 
will be found most interesting gen¬ 
erally, is his reference to methods, 
the sign language in particular, and 
industrial work. To both of these 
qiiestions I shall devote some remarks. 

But there are other things in his 
report that are interesting also and 
to which I shall call attention. 

Speaking of the industrial depart¬ 
ment, Mr. White says: 

“There are two other trades that 
should be introduced as soon as we 
have funds available for the purpose, 
viz., painting and agriculture.” 

Now, I should like to ask, frankly, 
does Mr. White know 6f his own 
knowledge that painting and agricul¬ 
ture are good trades to introduce? As 
to agriculture a lot has been 1 said about 
it. “Back to the farm” seems to be 
the proper thing for the deaf just now 
and I shall not attempt to say any¬ 


thing on that point. But as to paint¬ 
ing, again I ask, does Mr. White know 
that it is a good trade and how does 
he know? He gives no reasons what- 
1 ever why he thinks it a good trade 
1 for the deaf or why he thinks they 
would follow the trade and make a 
success of it if introduced. Has Mr. 
White made a thorough and pains¬ 
taking investigation of the question 
to find out and know of his own knowl- 
j edge that the trade would be a suc¬ 
cess? Has he visited the leading cities 
of Kansas and questioned contracting 
; painters and employers? Does he 
know what the chances would be for 
steady employment, what the wages 
would be, the exact kind and nature 
of the work employing painters would 
require? Has he visited paint factories 
and found out all about how paint is 
; made, investigated, tabulated facts and 
information, gone to the foundation 
of the question? There are a hundred 
things Mr. White must know. He must 
know contracting painters, employers 
and manufacturers. He must know 
all about the condition of the trade. 
He must know heads of unions and 
labor organizations. He must live 
in paint, smell it, drink it, eat it, pour 
it on his pancakes for breakfast, bath 
in it, make il his love, his idol, his 
sweetheart. He will then know if 
painting is a good trade for the deaf— 
know it of his own knowledge. He 
will know what and how to teach his 
pupils to be painters—good painters. 

: He will know how to inspire in them 
the ambition to be painters—good 
painters. He will have the experi- 
i ence and business knowledge to bring 
his school in touch with the world 
and can say with assurance and con- 
| fidence that he will make that depart¬ 
ment a success. From his report, 
however, one must conclude that he 
favors painting because they are doing 
it over there at such and such a school. 

Over there, indeed! 

Oh, potatoes, they grow small 
Over there, 

’Cause they plants ’em in the fall 

And they eats ’em tops and all. 

Over there. 

It appears from the report that 161 
boys and girls have been graduated 
from the school since 1884. Of these 
I 80 are girls and 81 boys. Of the boys 

! six are are printers, seven shoemakers 

, 

and four bakers, total, 17 out of 81 
following the trade supposed to have 
been learned in school. This is pro¬ 
bably about the average, and is as 
good a showing as can be made by 
| any school for the deaf. What else 
can we expect when our superintend- 
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ents go on year after year planting 
potatoes in the fall? 

Regarding the classification of his 
school, Mr. White says: 

“The recent legislature recognized 
our claim that we should be listed 
and recognized as an educational in¬ 
stitution, which we are in fact and al¬ 
ways have been, as the school was 
established for an education of the 
deaf and has no other excuse for its 
existence.” 

If Mr. White will pardon me, I will 
substitute the word “reason” for “ex¬ 
cuse” in the above. There is no neces¬ 
sity to give an excuse for the educa¬ 
tion of the deaf. We read the ad¬ 
vertisement, ‘ Use Pluperfect Soap— 
There’s a reason.” We don’t read, 
“Use Pluperfect Soap—There’s an ex¬ 
cuse.” 

But the point is that Mr. White, 
like other superintendents, makes so 
much fuss over this classification busi¬ 
ness—as if an act of the legislature 
could make an institution an “educa¬ 
tional” institution. There is no salva¬ 
tion by legislative enactment. It is 
the man at the head that makes it 
educational and the -product that 
drives home the truth to the public. 
Time was when I, too, sent up a holler 
over this classification business, but 
time has cured me. I see now that it 
is all paltry and insignificant. I am 
coming more and more to the true 
understanding that our schools for the 
deaf are, in fact, “asylums,” where 
deaf children are shut out from the 
world until they have grown to man¬ 
hood and womanhood and then 
dumped back into the world unpre¬ 
pared for the struggle before them. 
The public judges an institution by 
its product. Just so long as our super¬ 
intendents continue to waste precious 
time in the useless effort to educate 
the deaf by means of speech alone— 
just so long as they continue to turn 
out young men and women unprepared 
to meet the question—“What can you 
do?” enactness by the legislature de¬ 
claring the school to be an “educa¬ 
tional” institution are not worth a 
hairpin. And it is the deaf in the 
world who drive home the truth. When 
we have deaf men and women who 
will take a more active part in the 
affairs of the world—public affairs— 
their own education—who will fear not 
to stand up and say to superintend¬ 
ents—“The school for the deaf belongs 
to the deaf, it is there to educate the 
deaf, it has no other other reason for 
its existence. You shall not do so and 
so regardless of what experience has 
proved to us to be the best. You shall 
listen to us.” When they will do that 
and stick to it like bull-dogs, our 
schools will beocme “educational” in¬ 
stitutions all right and there will be 
no need for enactments by the legis¬ 
lature. 


Of the sign language Mr. White J 
says: 

“Every deaf person is happier for 
his knowledge of the sign language,; 
and we have no desire to deprive him 
of its use, except in the school-room 
More than half of our pupils are in 
oral classes.” 

Here we have it again. The same 
old apology for the sign language, j 
There may be superintendents who 
speak of the sign language without 
apologizing for it. But at this mo¬ 
ment I know of none. It is always 
the same old story—the deaf love the 
sign language but it must not be used 
in the school-room. Why not? Mr. . 
White does not tell us. No one tells ! 
us and gives us proof. I used the sign 
language in the school-room when 1 ; 
was in school. It did not hurt me. 1 
have used it every day of my life 
since. It has never hurt me. It has 
helped me. ff it did not hurt me why 
should it hurl others? If it helped 
me why should it not help others? 

Now, at last, in closing I set over j 
against the opinion of Mr. White the 
opinion of Dr. J. L. Smith, a teacher 
of many years’ experience, a man of j 
great learning and withal a successful j 
teacher. I lound Dr. Smith’s state- j 
ment imbedded in a vast wilderness ot 
words covering some eight pages of , 
The Companion. I bring it forth to 
the light because in my judgment it is 
the best and clearest definition of the j 
question that has appeared in print. 
It is concise, precise, exact. I would 
add nothing to it, take nothing from : 
it. I would hold it up as a standard 
exposition of the whole question. Here 
it is, and may the deaf press copy it. 
May the Observer print it in good 
plain type: 

“There are those who would shift 
the blame for the faulty language of 
the deaf pupil upon the use of the 
sign-language, and would do away 
with it for that reason. It is not true, 
and it is fully disproved by the facts, 
1. That many deaf people taught with 
the aid of the sign-language have ac¬ 
quired a fluent and correct use of 
English. 2. That the deaf taught by 
the pure oral method use the same 
imperfect English, and 3. That the 
hearing infant and the foreigner com¬ 
mit similar faults against the King’s 
English. I believe that the sign- 
language, rightly used, for the impart¬ 
ing of ideas and for explanation, is 
an a : d in the learning of English. Used 
to excess or used unnecessarily, it 
may hinder the acquisition of English 
by crowding it out.” 

I do not like to make any ocmment 
on this. It is so clear and exact that 
comment of mine would only tend to 
confuse. I merely commend it to su¬ 
perintendents and teachers—study it, 
think it over and get the real meaning 
and significance of every word and 
sentence. 

ANSON RANDOLPH SPEAR. 


VANCOUVER, WASH. 

Governor Lister paid our school a 
brief visit, Tuesday. Mr. Lister ex¬ 
pressed himself favorably towards al¬ 
lowing a new adminstration building, 
and said he was opposed to political 
changes in the heads of state schools, 
as long as the schools were run on a 
businesslike basis. 

The basketball team has added one 
more game to their string of victories, 
by defeating Jefferson high-school of 
Portland, Friday, on our home gym. 
floor, by the score of 33 to 22. The 
boys have played eleven games to 
date, winning seven and losing four. 

Thursday, the sixth, witnessed one 
of the most nerve racking scenes ever 
displayed in our local gym, when the 
“merciless men” and “avenging wom¬ 
en,” all members of our faculty, 
clashed in a game of basketball,—the 
final score was, men—17; women—14. 
The men were handicapped by being 
able to use only one hand, while the 
women used both hands and feet. At 
the end of the first quarter the score 
stood 3 to 3. But after that the 
“strenuous life” began with a ven¬ 
geance, and as the women preferred 
the “simple life,” the men soon had 
everything their own way. Mrs. 
Barnes, the grand guard, and Miss 
Metcalf, the husky center for the 
women, flung the ball about, with 
diminutive Jimmy attached like a 
flaming comet with a green tail: Mrs. 
Divine starred, (also saw stars) for 
the women by sitting on the ball at 
frequent intervals. Miss Lloyd and 
Mrs. Meagher, the “sawcial offs,” kept 
annoying the “higher upps” like 
wasps, stinging when least expected. 

For the men, “Billy” Hunter was 
“it,” with a capital I. He covered the 
whole floor (everybody on it, too) 
and scored all but two of the seven¬ 
teen points. “Big Mac” McDonald 
could not keep both hands off the 
ball and as a consequence many fouls 
were called, he, however, played a 
fine game as forward. Mr. Divine, in 
his “acrobatic tights” helped to keep 
the ball in motion by batting it in 
any direction, whenever it came near 
him. “Fatty” Lloyd thought he was 
playing foot ball, and attempted to 
carry the ball down the floor several 
times. The tail, but not the least 
port of the comet clad in bright green 
tights, made a very showy and ex¬ 
cellent guard and secured one basket 
while in full flight. (P. S.—rHis name 
was Mr. James Meagher.) 

Supt. and Mrs. Clarke acted as 
referee and umpire respectively, and 
were kept busy calling fouls. 

N. B.—The next day our faculty 
was rendered “hors’ de comont” and 
•the school resembled a home for 
cripples. SIX—ONE. 
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MONUMENTS AND HOMES. 

In regard to the proposed De l’Epee j 
monument, we are inclined to side j 
with the editors of the Minnesota 
Companion and the Kentucky Stand- 
adr, and oppose the project. We have 
been going too fast and too far in 
the matter of testimonials and funds 
of various kinds. We have long looked 
with admiration and appreciation at 
the Ohio and Pennsylvania Homes for 
the aged and infirm deaf, and the | 
stupendous efforts the deaf of those 
states make to maintain them. But; 
we confess that we dread the day | 
when a similar Home is established 
in our own state, a constant drain j 
on our pocket-books and incentive to 
all kinds of money-raising efforts. We j 
have just finished collecting some of 
their hard earned cash from the deaf 
all ove.’ the country wherewith to re¬ 
pair the Gallaudet monument at Hart¬ 
ford, and this is a worthy tribute to 
the memory of the noble man who 
has done so much for the education 
of the deaf. But at least a dozen 
years should pass before they are ap¬ 
proached again to contribute to a 
monument. 


A MATRIMONIAL STRIKE 

Miss Kate Barnard, on accasions of 
flippancy referred to as Oklahoma 
Kate, has called a strike against mar¬ 
riage in her dominions. She has no 
quarrel with marriage, as yet, but is 
engaged in a campaign of sabotage 
against Cupid, the purpose of which 
is to get votes for women.—Seattle 
Post-Intelligencer. 

This is the same Kate who, as Com¬ 
missioner of Charities and Correc¬ 
tions, is trying to get control of the 
School for the Deaf in Oklahoma. 



ENOCH H. CURRIER HONORED. 


At the Hofei Earlington, this city, 
January 18, Principal Currier, of the 
Fanwood school was tendered a recep¬ 
tion and banquet and presented a mas¬ 
sive and handsome silver loving cup, 
suitably inscribed ,as a testimonial of 
the high esteem in which he is held 
by his old-time pupils, the Fanwood 
alumni, and deaf friends. The as¬ 
sembly was a brilliant one, number¬ 
ing near 150. Professor Currier was 
visibly affected in responding to the 
presentation. Mrs. Currier was not 
forgotten, being the recipient of a huge 
bouquet of flowers tied with the Fan- 
wood colors. It may be mentioned 
here among our Catholic deaf are 
many who were Mr. Currier’s pupils 
when he was a teacher, and wore the 
uniforms which he introduced. Many 
of them attended the banquet and 
joined their old schoolmates in wish¬ 
ing him. long life and continued suc¬ 
cess in his work as an educator and 
friend of the deaf.—Ephephetha. 


AN INDEPENDENT PAPER. 


A private letter received has this 
question: “When will the deaf ever 
have a real independent paper?” It 
would he interesting to know just 
what some people consider an inde¬ 
pendent paper. Is it a paper that will 
print all the trash that is 'sent in? 
Such a pape.’ would soon be thrown 
out of respectatde homes and circles 
and be nothing but the bellows of hot 
air enthusiastics. The editor of a true 
independent paper must use hi's judg¬ 
ment as to what goes in as well as 
the manager ci any other paper.. We 
have used the blue pencil curve or 
waste basket fling on many an occa¬ 
sion and will continue to do so. We’re 
independent enough to kick out the 
biggest bugaboo if he don’t measure 
up to our standard. 


PUTS CRACKSMEN TO FLIGHT. 


TACOMA. 

What is in a name? Nothing much, 
fortunately, otherwise we’d feel com¬ 
pelled to send a few donations across 
the Canada border. 

Mr. and Mrs. Earl Weaver are visit¬ 
ing in Nebraska with Mrs. Weaver’s 
folks. They will stop in Tacoma on 
their way home and visit friends here. 

Roy Harris of Seattle was the guest 
of Mr. and Mrs. Chas. Hammond Sun¬ 
day, February 9. Did he get a chicken 
dinner, we wonder. 

Mrs. S. Eaton suddenly became 
violently insane a week ago Sunday, 
and after two days’ confinement in the 
padded cell at the county jail was 
1 committed to the Steilacoom asylum. 

Miss Slegei continues ‘to improve. 
By the time it is worth while to be 
outdoors she will be able to be out on 
her crutches. 

Mr. Rowan is back in Tacoma once 
more, looking none the worse for his 
long sojourn in distant climes. 

Mrs. A. M. Wade and Miss Jennie 
Wade were in Tacoma Sunday. They 
visited the columbrium where Mr. 
Wade’s ashes are, and left some lovely 
flowers. They dined at the Seeley’s 
and called on Mr. and Mrs. Lorenz in 
the evening. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bertram are begin¬ 
ning to make good in the chicken 
1 business. They hope soon to reach 
that stage where they can tranmute 
each bird into several golden eagles. 
However, that will be merely a rever¬ 
sion of type for it will surely take 
several eagles to produce one such 
bird. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Paterson spent 
their honeymoon in Tacoma. This is 
an ideal place for honeymooners, in 
spite of the claim of the editor of the 
“Washingtonian,” that the “Tacomite” 
is an “eugenist.” And as the Pater 
i'sons showed their wisdom in making 
a bee line for this city of bliss as 
soon as the ceremony was over, we 
take pleasure in prophecying for them 
a happy future. 


Claude Ziegler is night watchman at j 
the Troy laundry. One night recently ( 
he had just returned from his mid¬ 
night lunch when he found three men 
in the office. One of them covered 
him with a gun, but he maanged to 
s’ip away and let out a yell that could 
be heard all over the city. The cracks¬ 
men took to their heels without se¬ 
curing any booty. The only loss was 
some damage to the safe. 

Mr. Ziegler is still on the job. 


HOW TO KEEP APPLES. 

It is said that apples may be kept j 
two years by wrapping them in news¬ 
papers so as to exclude the air. The 
newspaper must, howeveb, be a copy 
of The Observer on which the sub¬ 
scription is paid in full or the damp¬ 
ness resulting from “due” will cause 
them to spoil. 


THE WISCONSIN LEGISLATION 

Mr. Oscar Regensburg has been ap¬ 
pointed to look after the legislation 
I in Wisconsin which proposes to abolish 
the Dela van school, and he is in com¬ 
munication with various parties inter¬ 
ested. According to reports received 
there is not much prospect that the 
bill will pass, though there is no tell¬ 
ing what a legislature may do. 

SEATTLE NEVER DOES IT BY 
HALVES. 

At a recent evening gathering in 
Seattle, Mr. Axling passed around a 
subscription blank and $22.50 was 
pledged for the Nebraska fund. The 
local society last Saturday night add¬ 
ed $15 to this. Including the $23 
raised for the Gallaudet fund in De¬ 
cember, this makes $58.50 from Se¬ 
attle in two months. 
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LOCAL NEWS 


W. S. Root has his gun loaded for | 
the man who poisoned his dog. 

Miss Laura Sampson is rejoicing 
over the return of her mother from j 
Alaska. 

Lydia Waugh has entered the Queen I 
Anne high-school. She expects to j 
study bookkeeping. 

Mr. and Mrs. Holger Jensen left 
Wednesday for Portland where they 
expect to secure employment. 

Rev. Fedder had a good attendance 
at his last service. He really does 
remarkable well at signs for a begin¬ 
ner. 

W. P. Scott, of Bremerton, in re¬ 
newing for the Observer says he is 
having good success operating a lino¬ 
type. 

True Partridge has decided to walk 
this summer (there are so many 
lovers’ lanes around Seattle) and has 
accordingly soid his motor cycle. 

Jo n Ulrhch played hockey with the 
Rossland, B. C., team recently. His 
team won the International champion¬ 
ship. Mr. Ulrich was given a gold 
medal and $200 in cash for playing i 
three games. 

Mrs. Hanson recently attended two 
afternoon receptions given by piomi- 
nent ladies of the University district. 
About two hundred ladies were pres¬ 
ent at one, many of them wives of ! 
the faculty of the university. 

John Ulrich, of Vancouver, B. C., 
was the guest of Albert Hole in town 
for a short time a while ago. He was 
en route to Spokane and thence to 
points in British Columbia, where he 
was to play a game of hockey. 


MASQUERADE. 

There will be several surprises at 
the masquerade. One of them is that 
the ladies have something up in their 
sleeves. Not even the men folks can . 
get their confidence. The members 
of the P. S. A. D. voted at their last 
meeting to have some grape juice 
served to cool the “excitement.” Sev¬ 
eral of the Tacoma people are ex¬ 
pected to attend. There is going to 
be a very large attendance. Don’t 
miss it. Tickets can be procured from 
the committee. 

ROY HARRIS, Chairman. 

TRUE PARTRIDGE. 

CLEON MORRIS. 


Mrs. Louis Ringuette, of Devil’s 
Lake, N. D., has renewed for The Ob¬ 
server and speaks a good word for 
the paper. 

Audley Curl is now at Fort Worth, 
Texas. He sends in cash for The Ob¬ 
server and announces his engagement 
to Miss Effie Gould of Kilder, Texas. 

Mr. James Meagher has at last 
crawled out from under that new 
press and started it. The result is 
the Washingtonian arrived last week. 


CLEMENT B. COFFIN 

Jeweler and Optician 

We replace Broken Lenses. Yes, We guarantee everything we do 

Phone Main 4324 

406 PIKE STREET SEATTLE, WASH 


P. S. A. D. MEETING. 


At the meeting on Saturday even¬ 
ing, February 8, the annual elections ^ 
were held. A great deal of interest ; 
was shown, and it is a matter of j 
pride that the Seattle deaf can show 
so much courtesy and good judgment | 
in a time of such excitement. The ] 
following are the new officers: 

President, True Partridge. 

Vice-president, Cleon Morris. 

Secretary, P. L. Axling. 

Treasurer, J. E. Gustin. 

Directors, L. O. Christensen, A. W. 
Wright. 

Trustee, A. W. Wright. 

L. O. Christensen was Mr. Part¬ 
ridge’s running mate for the presi¬ 
dency, and two ballots resulted in a 
tie each time. Thereupon Mr. Chris¬ 
tensen withdrew voluntarily from the 
race, bringing on himself most hearty 
applause. The newly elected board 
is a good and capable one. 

Fifteen dollars for the treasury was 
voted towards the Nebraska fight. 

Messrs. Pa.tridge and Wright are 
a committee to watch legislative mat¬ 
ters at Olympia. Through the efforts 
of the P. S. A. D., a bill was present- ! 
ed in the House by Mr. Foster, and 
favorably reported. 

Messrs. Axling and Wright are a 
committee to present the bid of Seat¬ 
tle for the State Association Conven¬ 
tion next summer. 

The usual monthly social gives 
place to a grand masquerade on the 
22nd. Let everybody-come, and come 
masked, and be prepared to have the 
best time yet. 


WEDDING RECEPTION. 

On the evening of Feb. 1, Mr. and 
Mrs. McLaughlin tendered a reception 
to the deaf of this locality in honor of 
their daughter and son-in-law, Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert Paterson. There was a 
large attendance and a pleasant time 
enjoyed. The refreshments were fine 
and in great abundance. It was past 
midnight before those present finished 
wishing the bride and groom a long 
and happy life. 

The young couple have rented a 
cottage on Queen Anne hill and have 
already taken possession of it. 


THE BIBLE CLASS. 

The Bible class was most interest¬ 
ing last Sunday. Mr. Axling made an 
excellent leader. The class is now 
over two years old and interest does 
not seem to lag as there is always 
from 15 to 30 present. Mrs. Hanson, 
who has general charge, is one of the 


PUGET SOUND 
ASSOCIATION 
OF THE DEAF 


E’ ery deaf person in the Puget 
Sound country is or should be a mem¬ 
ber of this association. 

Why? 

Because in union there is strength 
—we can help one another. 

Also come and meet your fellow 
deaf for a social time, intellectual ad¬ 
vancement and moral uplift. 

Business meeting, second Saturday 
night of each month. Social, fourth 
Saturday night of each month. 

Meeting at Carpenter Hall, Fourth 
Avenir just north of Pine Street. 

Officers: 

President—True Partridge. 
Vice-President—Miss Cleon Morris. 
Secretary, Philip L. Axling. 
Treasurer, John E. Gustin. 
Serg.-at-Arms, A. H. Koberstein. 

Palace Market Company 

DEALER IN 

FRESH and CURED MEATS 
FISH, FRUITS and VEGETABLES 

Oysters and Game in Season 

204 SECOND AVE. SOUTH 
Phones Main ft Ind. ft Seattle, Wn. 


best leaders that could be found. She 
knows how to teach and bring out not 
only the historical part but the spirit¬ 
ual truths. Mr. Axling and Mr. Han¬ 
son also have much ability as leaders. 
The close attention paid by all shows 
that the class is thoroughly enjoyed. 

R. 

VANCOUVER WAFTES. 

Report says Mr. James Meagher has 
let out his breast band one inch, 
cause of this is he now has under him 
two boys, each over six feet and one 
inch. There is some doubt which 
would be on top in a grand scuffle. 






THE OBSERVER 


Opinions About 

In 1911 the Legislature of Nebraska 
passed a law requiring that the State 
School for the Deaf shall use the oral 
method “to, the exclusion of “the'deaf 
alphabet and sign language.” 

The present superintendent has de¬ 
clared in writing his intention to 
carry tlie ]q\v into’ effect,—to convert 
the school into an oral school and to 
exclude the*"sign language. 

Superintendents’ Opinions. 

A copy of the law was sent to a 
number of superintendents. Below 
are a few of the replies received: 

Flint, Mich., Dec. 26, 1912. 
Mr. Olof Hanson. 

I have carefully read the copy of 
the Nebraska law sent to me, and it 
strikes me that there are a great 
many faults in it. 

In the first place, it is a well-known 
fact that not over sixty per cent of 
deaf children, taking them as they 
come, can be taught a useful amount 
of speech. Of course, those who aie 
not feeble minded can be taught a 
few words by great effort, but not 
enough to do them any good, or to be 
used at all by them after they are out 
of school. All that can be taught 
speech, should be, and those who can¬ 
not, should be taught by other meth¬ 
od's. 

The best plan is to leave methods 


the Nebraska Law 

instead of assisting in the education 
of the deaf as they undoubtedly 
thought they were doing, they have 
committed a crime in placing a fur¬ 
ther handicap upon the very children 
they sought to help and the only way 
they can atone for such criminal neg¬ 
ligence is to lend their influence to as¬ 
sist in repealing such an uncalled-for 
and foolish law. It should be con¬ 
demned by all right-thinking people. 

C. E. WHITE, 
Superintendent. 

Danville, Ky., Dec. 30, 1912. 
Mr. Olof Hanson. 

I beg to acknowledge receipt of 
your letter of recent date enclosing a 
copy of the act changing the Nebraska 
School for the Deaf to an oral school, 
and asking my opinion of the same. 

I wish to say that with twenty-five 
years’ experience as a teacher and 
principal of a school for the deaf, I 
have not yet been convinced that there 
is any better method of educating the 
deaf than by the “Combined System,” 
a system that is adhered to in a large 
majority of the schools for the deaf 
in America. 

And yet I am free to confess that 
there are a few brilliant educators 
who think otnerwise, and I also state 
that some of the best school work 
I have ever seen has been in oral 
schools. 


of instruction entirely to the teach 
ers and to the parents of deaf children , But educafonal systems should be 

and for the state not to interfere at > d 9 ed b * resu,ts ’ not the result of 

choice for the work shown under the guidance of 
the teacher 


all beyond providing a 
them. 

F. D. CLARKE, 
Superintendent. 

Olathe, December 27, 1912. 
Mr. Olof Hanson. 

Yours of the 19th inst. enclosing 
copy of the Nebraska Oral Law just 
received. 

The law is wrong, in principle, and 
therefore should be repealed. Educa¬ 
tors of the deaf are sufficiently handi- 


in the class room as I 
have stated above, but results that 
show in after life, when the pupil has 
become a worker among his fellow 
men. Judged by such results the 
j ‘Combined System” of educating the 
! deaf here in America has never been 
excelled as far as my' knowledge ex¬ 
tends. 

To be brief, I will say that I conside. 
it most unfortunate for the cause oi 


capped while using every method education whether for the deaf or the 
known to the profession and for anj hearing, when systems and methods oi 
man or set of men to undertake to instruction are fixed by law. 
compel us to use any one method of j ^ ith ail due respect to legislative 
instruction to the exclusion of all oth- bodies, I do not think a state legisla- 
ers is nothing short of criminal. Why U ure is a proper tribunal before which 
not ask the legislature to pass a law P u t on trial any system or method 
permitting only one method of instruc- °t education. For after all, education 
tion in our public schools? Public j' s a matter of evolution. If changes 
opinion would condemn such a law | must come, as they do from time to 
as outrageous and ridiculous. If this time, they should come only through 
is true regarding our public schools,, the experience of the profession, and 
it is infinitely more outrageous and n °t hy legislative enactment. I, there- 


ridiculous regarding the deaf. 

The Oral Method is a part of the 


fore, deem the Nebraska law unfor¬ 
tunate, no matter how great the intel- 


Combined System of teaching the I Usance of the men who enacted it, for 
deaf and for a legislature to say that ( tbe y are n0 *- educators of the deaf, 
one and only one method of a com-1 nor the dea f which is more impor- 


prehensive and far-reaching system 
shall be used to the exclusion of all 
others in a school for the deaf is an 
indication that the members have vot¬ 
ed without due consideration and that 


tant still. 

AUGUSTUS ROGERS, 

Superintendent. 
PRESS COMMENT. 

When the law was passed, many pa- 


o- 


pers published in the interests of edu¬ 
cating the deaf condemned it. Not a 
single paper endorsed it. Below are 
extracts from a few of these. They 
represent the views of experienced ed¬ 
ucators : 

“It is not often that we raise out¬ 
voice in condemnation, but the recent 
act of the Nebraska Legislature abol¬ 
ishing the use of signs and placing the 
School for the Deaf of Nebraska on a 
single method basis calls for nothing 
but condemnation. 

“Some of the deaf of every state 
can be taught by the oral method, but 
no state in the Union can successfully 
instruct all its deaf children or even 
a majority by the oral method, and 
any honest and fair-minded educator 
of the deaf knows it. 

“The legislature of Nebraska has 
made a blunder and the deaf children 
will ‘pay the freight.’ 

“It seems incredible that any sane 
body of men would delibe.ately pass 
such a law if they looked into the sub¬ 
ject and were actuated by any desire 
to give a square deal to the deaf.”— 
N. D. Banner, April 29, 1911. 

“One member of the Nebraska board 
stated in an Omaha paper that person¬ 
ally he knew nothing of the oral or 
the combined method, but that he 
wanted to see the bill become a law 
because some of the parents wanted 
it. He would blight the chances of 
80 per cent of the deaf children of 
Nebraska acquiring an education sim¬ 
ply to please a few selfish parents. 
And this shows further how little the 
average parent understands of deaf- 
mute educational methods, for the orai 
method is a part of the combined sys¬ 
tem, but is used only where it can 
be of some benefit to certain deaf chil¬ 
dren. It cannot be used to advantage 
in the education of every deaf child 
and every honest man and women who 
has made a study of the deaf knows 
it.”—S. D. Advocate, May 1, 1911. 

“The press dispatches say that the 
Nebraska Legislature has passed and 
the Governor has signed a bill to com¬ 
pel the use of the pure oral method at 
the State School for the Deaf at Oma¬ 
ha. The bill was asked for by the 
father of two deaf children in that 
State, and as he was an influential man 
the Legislature and the Governor 
obligingly put through the bill to 
please him. 

“The father in question does not 
seem to be aware that the school is 
already prepared to take his or any 
other children that can profit by the 
method, and educate them orally. The 
oral method is the one tried first ifri 
every state school in America. It is 
only when it fails to produce satisfac¬ 
tory results that it is abandoned. 
There are many children, however, 
who can not be educated by the oral 
method, and now that the Legislature 
has forbidden other methods at Oma¬ 
ha, we are curious to know what they 
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Because the oralists are trying to 
force their method on other schools 
as well as Nebraska through legisla¬ 
tion. Nebraska is only the beginning 
of an organized effort in this direction. 

The oralists have an endowment 
fund of $100,000.00 and publish the As¬ 
sociation Review and various leaflets 
to spread their doctrines. Hearing 
people naturally are inclined to favor 
the oral method, as they can see its 
advantages, while they do not see its 
drawbacks. The oralists have fo • 
years been systematically influencing 
the public in favor of the oral method 
through magazines, through mothers’ 
clubs, through educational associa 
tions, and various other agencies. 

We deaf have little money, but we 
believe in the justice of our cause, 
and if we can inform the public as 
to both sides of the question, we have 
no doubt as to what the decis'on will 


National Educational Association, and 
delivered an address in Omaha favor¬ 
ing the use of the oral method and 
the exclusion of the sign language. 

Mr. Pearse knows nothing personal¬ 
ly about the education of the deaf 
and his address was based wholly on 
what had been told him by partisan 
oralists. His mistakes were pointed 
out by educators of the deaf all over 
the country. His address was print¬ 
ed in the school paper published at 
the Omaha school, and extensively 
circulated. A reply was sent to the 
paper with a request that it be pub¬ 
lished; but the request was denied. 

ATTENDANCE AT COLLEGE. 

The ability to prepare students to 
enter Gallaudet College for the deaf 
is evidence of good work in the edu¬ 
cational department of a school. Ne¬ 
braska and Kansas lead in the num 
ber of students at college, each hav¬ 
ing eleven, and these were trained 
under the combined system. 

WHY DOES THE N. A. D. BUTT IN? 

Why does the National Association 
of the Deaf concern itself with the 
I Nebraska school? 


TO SUBSCRIBERS. 

Anv one subscribing for The Ob¬ 
server and failing to receive the pa¬ 
per promptly should notify us at once. 
No matter whether they pay direct to 


WANTED-A RIDER AGENT 

IN EACH TOWN and district to ride and exhibit a sample Latest Model 


"Ranter” bicycle furnished by us. Our agents everywhere are making 

money fast. Writ* for full particulars and special offer at once, 

NO MONEY REQUIRED until you receive and approve of your 
bicycle. We ship to anyone anywhere in the U. S .without a cent deposit 
in advance, prepay freight, and allow TEN DAYS’ FREE TRIAL during 
i which time you may ride the bicycle and put itto any test you wish, 
k If you are then not perfectly satisfied or do not wish to keep the 

1 .’‘^--'-‘OUS at our expense and you will not be out one cent. 

TO We furnish the highest grade bicycles it is 
possible to make at one small profit above 
You save $10 to $-5 middlemen’s profits by buy- 


actual factory cost. You save $10 to $25 middlemen’s profits by buy¬ 
ing direct of us and ha ve the manufacturer’s guarantee behind your 
bicycle DO NOT BUY a bicycle or a pair of tires from anyone i at any 


B price until you receive our catalogues and learn our unheard of factory 
prices and remarkable special offers tO rider agents. 

Vftll Mill I DC ACTAUICUCli when you receive our beautiful catalogue 
TUU WILL DC AO I Unloncil and^tudyoursuperbraodelsatthetcomfer- 
ulltj low prices we can make you this year. We sell the highest grade bicycles for 
to money thanany other factory. W e are satisfied with 81.00 pro lit above factory cost. 
IEALERS, you can sell our bicycles under your own name plate at double our prices. 

he day received. . _ 

*D BICYCLES. We do not regularly handle second hand bicycles, but usually nave 
a number on hand takenlntrade b 7 our Chicago retail stores. Taese we Clear out promptly at prices 
■om $3 to S3 or SI O. Descriptive bargain lists mailed free. . . . . . nr , 

i T r n nni vre alngl* wheels, imported roller chains and pedals, parts, repairs and 


to ridsr agents. 


I The regular retail priccof these tires is, 

$10.00 per pair, but to introduce web 
will sell you a sample pair for $4.80[casli with order $4.55 ,^ 


N0M0RETR0UBLEFR0MPUNCTURES 1 

NAILS, Tacke, or Class will not let the air out. Wi 

A hundred thousand pairs sold last year. VR 
nrcnofDTf/lW. Made in all sizes. It M 
UtOUrUrilUn. lg lively and easy ]| 
riding, very durable and lined inside with tj 
a special quality of rubber, which never be- T 
d which closes up small 


comes porous an_ --- - 

punctures without allowing the air to escape. 

We have hundreds of letters from satisfied customers 
stating that their tireshavoonly beenpumped up once 
or twice in a whole season. They weigh no more than 
an ordinary tire, the puncture resisting qualities being 
given by several layers of thin, specially prepared 
fabric on the tread. The regular price of these tires 

is $10.00 per pair, but foradvertising purposes we are __, 

making a special factory price to the rider of only $4.80 per pair. All orders shipped same 
day letter is received. We ship C. O. D. on approval. You do not pay a cent until you 
have examined and found them strictly as represented. 

We will allow acaah discount of 5 per cent (thereby making the price B4.SS per pair) If you send FULL 
WITH ORDER and enclose this advertisement. You run no risk la sending us an order as the tires may be 
returned at OUR expense if for any reason they are not satisfactory on examination. We are perfectly reliable 
and money sent to us Isas safeaslna bank. If you order a pair of these tires, you will find that they will rid* 
easier, run faster, wear better, last longer and look liner than any tire you have ever used or seen at any price. 
We know that you will be so well pleased that when you want a bicycle you will give us your order. We want 
you to send us a trial order at once, hencethisreraarkabletlreoffer. _ . 

t#nf| afr'rn yy nr O don’t buy any kind at any price nntll yon send for a pair of Hedgethom 
IF » 1/1/ llUIl m IffCw Puncture-Proof tires on approval and trial at the special Introductory 
price quoted above: or write for our bieTire and Sundry Catalogue which describes and quotes all makes and 
klndsof tlresatabouthalftheusualprlces. _ _____ 

M%g% man-r %AffAI‘F tn ' t write n« a postal today. DO NOT THINK OF BUYING a bicycle ora pair of 

III/ m vT/ll m tires from anyone until you know the new and wonderful offers we are making. 
It only costs a postal to learn everything. Write It N OW. 


Notiea *h* t hick rubber t raag 

“A”anrf auneturaitr Dl‘ B" 




